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DNA Update
by James Edgar (james@jamesedgar.ca)
I don’t have anything to report DNA-wise, but I do have a file to share with
you. Some years ago, my cousin, Bill Edgar of Melbourne, created a
spreadsheet showing all the Edgars who had been DNA tested and their
earliest ancestor, including the earliest ancestor’s spouse, when known.
With a little prodding from Bob Webb (one of the descendants of Adam
Edgar, b. 1745 in Pennsylvania), I’ve updated the file to include all the
tests done at Relative Genetics, Ancestry.com, and Family Tree DNA. It
will remain on our genealogy page at www.edgargen.ca/Earliest_Edgar_ancestor_full.pdf
The names are given alphabetically, with the last-known address, earliest ancestor, etc. If I’ve
left anybody off, please let me know.

~-~-~-~
We received this note from Denise Gillespie (you may recall that her husband Graeme’s
ancestor, and that of Warren Gillespie-Edgar, James Edgar, changed his name while en route
from Ireland to Australia—when he stepped off the ship around 1860, he was James Gillespie!).
Hi James,
I have now ordered a 67 marker upgrade for Graeme. Hopefully we can then be included in
your newsletters etc.
I'll let you know when it comes through
Regards
Denise
We know the family are in Haplogroup I2b1, since Warren had the test several years ago.

~-~-~-~
Now, here is some exciting news (well, it was for us at the time…)
Patricia Edgar of Dundee, Scotland, emailed me that she was travelling to Victoria, B.C., to visit
her sister, Eileen Edgar. Pat and I have been conversing by email for several years, following a
letter-writing campaign I did in 2009—she was one of those who responded. Her reply included
her family tree, so we added those details to our database. She also informed me that the family
lived in South Africa, that her mother had died when the siblings were young, and that her father
had sent the two girls back to Scotland to be raised by an aunt, while their younger brother,
Stuart, had been fostered to a family in South Africa. His name was subsequently changed to
Croxford, when the foster family adopted him.
Stuart and his wife, Norma, had four boys Kevin, Alan, Robert, and Raymond. You may
remember that Raymond is one of those R1b Edgars who match very closely with the Dunbars.
See newsletter #51 for a complete story on Ray’s DNA test results.

I had been meaning to visit Pat, but haven’t been to Scotland for a while—she tells me that
there’s an astronomical observatory on a hill behind her place in Dundee. She’d like to show me
the telescope.
When we found out she was going to Victoria, my Jodie suggested we go out there to see Pat
and Eileen both. And, we did! Jodie and I both have relatives out there, we hadn’t been to Victoria
together for many years (1973, we think), and it seemed like a great place to go for a short
vacation. Not only that, Jodie’s brother lives in the Vancouver area, plus my high-school reunion
was scheduled for the same week in Kamloops. It all seemed too good to be true!
On our first day in Victoria, we visited my cousin and his
wife, Keith and Jo Jamieson. Our grandparents were
siblings—his grandmother and my grandfather.
Here we are in their home (sporting our Saskatchewan
shirts).

The following day, we spent mostly with
Pat and Eileen. Here Pat is talking with
Jodie, and then the three of us together
at Government House, the Lieutenant
Governor’s mansion. Eileen is a
volunteer gardener there, so we toured
the grounds in the afternoon.

I will get to Dundee one
day to see that telescope!

On our last day on Vancouver Island, we got to visit with Ryan Edgar, a Lieutenant in the Royal
Canadian Navy at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Esquimalt. Ryan is the son of Steve Edgar of
Oakville, Ontario (who we affectionately refer to as SteveTO—see last page). Ryan provided an
excellent walking tour of the base.
Jodie was was
quite pleased with
herself,
having
negotiated the stairs
in
a
modern
warship, the Frigate
HMCS Ottawa.
Thanks to Ryan,
Commander Julian
Barnard, and the
crew, we received a
splendid tour of the
ship.

~-~-~
While in Kamloops, I had the extreme pleasure of joining up with Laurie (Bell) Scott, who was
in my high-school class of 1964—we only lived a block apart. Who knew her mother was an
Edgar??? Not me, that’s for certain. Recall from newsletters #94 and #101, that Steve Edgar of
Napanee, Ontario, is her cousin, and that her grandfather is buried in the Pleasant Street
Cemetery in Kamloops, my hometown.

While I was in Kamloops at the highschool reunion, I visited my parents’ grave
and also that of Laurie’s grandfather,
James Ernest Edgar. His and my
parents’ plots are separated by only a few
scant yards (metres).

Here’s a photo of Laurie and another school mate, Rod Arnold, at the reunion. I fully expected
to include one of Laurie and me, but it didn’t turn out very well.

There is another, though, “Most Likely to
Succeed”!

~-~-~
Pewter Badges
Are you in the market for the Edgar Crest? At $18,
plus shipping, they’re a great way to say “I love my
family!” (Pewter buttons also available.) The
proceeds over cost go to the Edgar DNA Trust Fund,
to help with our DNA quest.
Email me at james@jamesedgar.ca

Wigtownshire Edgars
by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com)
I have recently been researching the Edgars in the Stranraer area of Scotland
and I had hoped to go some way to sorting them out in county Wigtownshire
and then perhaps get a lead into the Edgars of county Ayrshire as well. The
problem is that they appear to be very transient, they move all over the county
and often outside it as well.
Stranraer is now the main ferry point for Ireland, but
back in the 1800s, passenger ferries and fishing
boats carrying people plied their trade from many of
the smaller seaports on the west coast of Scotland,
usually without a cargo manifest.
I very soon learned that Stranraer is just a town—a
town in Inch Parish with borders very close to Leswalt,
Portpatrick, Stoneykirk, and Old Luce Parishes. So
birth, marriage, and death records can be recorded
anywhere in the vicinity using the name of the Parish or possibly a village within the Parish—all
within a 10-mile radius. The Edgars in the area were not landowners and were not consistent in
their addresses. Given that they recorded their birth place as “Wigtownshire,” not the Parish or
town, on the census records it all becomes very confusing.
Where you do find more accurate
records, the birth location of each of
children can be in different parishes,
(they were either born in different
Parishes or they were baptised there),
it’s hard to tell, certainly they moved
around a lot.
Their forenames were not unique either,
the usual Williams, Roberts, Johns and
James etc. There were however some
unusual names that would lead me to
believe that there is a common
ancestor, Fergus Edgar back in the
1600s is a possible progenitor for many

Edgars. Names down the line look to be influenced by
the name of the wife’s father, possibly using the “Irish
Naming Pattern” system (or is it borrowed from
Scotland?).
Another difficulty in tracing the Edgars is that
Wigtownshire is now part of Dumfries and Galloway, the
records are quite messy to look through as some show
the county as D&G others show Wigtown. (That’s
another problem—Wigtownshire is sometimes noted as

Modern-day map of Dumfries and
Galloway

“Wigtown,” which is confusing as Wigtown is a town in Wigtown Parish!) There is not a
consistency from one census to the next, either. People simply disappear from 1841 to 1851,
reappear in 1871. and are gone by 1891; all very frustrating.
This area of Scotland is primarily agricultural
or fishing with a limited supply of work. Many
families from this region left for better lives in
England, Ireland, the Americas, and
Australia. Anywhere that offered work and a
future, and they rarely came back.
No doubt a few hundred years earlier, there
were perhaps two or three original Edgar
families, there has to be at least two families
as there are two variants in the DNA records.
In the late 1700s, there looks to be about ten
Edgar families overall. The DNA proves this,
This is probably an accurate depiction of fishing off the
but the connections and links are confused
Scottish coast in the 1800s. There are numerous records
into
Cumbria,
Northern
Ireland,
of Edgars being drowned at sea.
Northumberland, and East Scotland.
After my research, I have managed to develop about 50 or 60 family trees with around 400–500
individuals from the area, lots of blanks, lots of gaps, and not many living descendants. But, I
believe them to be quite accurate. The descendants are out there, all we need now are the links.
Do you have ancestors from Western Scotland, Wigtownshire, Ayrshire, etc.? If so, please
write to me at steven-edgar@sky.com with your earliest ancestors’ details, I might just
have a link to the early records.

New people who joined us:
Marti Mace of Cheyenne, Wyoming, USA (she’s also descended from Adam Edgar b. 1745 in
Pennsylvania, USA, mentioned in the first paragraph on page 1)
We heard from Sidney Edgar, who wrote:
James,
My name is Sidney Edgar and I stumbled across your site while trying to find information on my
family tree. I just joined Ancestry.com and have made it to an Edward Edgar that was born in
Newcastle Upon Tyne, Northumberland, England in 1767 (died 1827), but the trail stops there. I
would be interested in any info that you can provide. I've just scratched the surface of your
website, so I'm looking forward to spending some time there. Have a good evening.
Sidney Edgar

Dr. James Edgar of Tampa, Florida, USA, wrote:
I was blown away to see your website and newsletters. Before I wade through 113 of them
let me give you a little information that may be already covered somewhere. One of my
adult daughters has traced our Edgar family back seven generations to an Edgar male
presumed DOB 1776 in Georgia. Everything since then she has pretty meticulously covered.
I have confirmed two distant cousins that I met by chance; one on the first tee at Sea
Island, Georgia, another that we met coming out of St. John's Episcopal Church in Hampton,
Virginia. The ones we have traced so far seem to have started in Georgia, Florida, Alabama.
The family story has always been that they moved to stay one step ahead of the law. What
do I do from here. My daughter has new baby and understandably lost interest in pursuing
this. I am approaching retirement and see it as something I can pursue to keep from being
under foot. Thanks,
James R. Edgar, M.D.
Then, in a subsequent letter, he gave us this:
Before I sleep; James Roy Edgar (that’s me DOB 4/22/45, Ouachita Parish, La.), Alex Roy
Edgar (10/15/17 Choctaw County Alabama, 09/27/06 Ouachita Parish, Louisiana), James
Monroe Edgar (4/23/1874 Milton, Santa Rosa County, Florida, 03/05/36 Ouachita Parish,
La.), Henry Edgar (05/20/1836 Walton County Georgia, 02/02/1886 Choctaw County
Alabama), John Thomas Edgar (08/10/1803 Walton County Georgia, 05/10/1891 Coffee
County, Alabama), unknown Edgar presumed DOB 1776 Georgia. John Thomas Edgar had
three brothers; Henry, Absalom and Hugh. I have those records also. James
That’s when the antennae
went up—Coffee County,
Alabama!
We
know
someone who has that
same location in her tree,
Frankie Sawyer (née Mary
Frances Edgar). And,
wouldn’t you know it, she
and James knew each from
away back. We have an
extensive tree for them
already, but none of it goes
far
enough
back
to
determine where the family
came from before landing in
the USA.
The great thing about this is
we have them talking to each other again, after meeting at a family reunion many years ago.

Finally, SteveUK received this from Christie Cratty:
Greetings! I am a descendant of George Edgar, who from what I can find was born in Scotland
around 1695, emigrated to the Americas in 1715, and died in Bedford County, VA in 1765. I am in
the process of having the full sequence MtDNA test done via FamilyTreeDNA.com; they received
my test last week and I expect results within a couple of months. I would like to join the Edgar
DNA project to see if I can figure out from which branch of the Edgars I descent. What do I need
to do to become a part of that?
Thanks in advance for your assistance!
Christie Cratty
daughter of C.J. Frey (1945-living)
daughter of John Frey (1920-1983)
Son of Christie (Mauzy) Purdy 1892-1988)
Daughter of Eliza (Mathews) Mauzy (1863-1960)
Daughter of Mary Edgar (Mathews) Mauzy (1828-1883)
Daughter of Mason Mathews (1803-1878)
Son of Mary Edgar (Mathews) (1773-1847)
Daughter of James Edgar (1750-ish-1812
Son of George Edgar 1695-1765
Son of ? (Some sources have his father listed as a Thomas Edgar, but a family history piece on a
cousin done in 1931 indicates that George's father's name was James)
Steve copied his response to me, and, after I wrote this to her, he responded below:
Hi Christy,
I don't want to put a damper right away on your efforts, but Steve is quite right—you won't be
able to determine your Edgar descent through an mtDNA test. You would need the DNA of a male
Edgar in direct descendency from George Edgar b. 1695. Your descendency is through a female.
Also, the mtDNA can only tell you where in the world your female ancestor came from, not if you
are related to another person.
In any event, I've sent you an invitation to join our Edgar Project. Welcome!
James
SteveUK wrote:
I have just checked my database and a found George Edgar born in Virginia in 1704. He married
Elizabeth Hall in abt 1730
They had 10 children, one of whom was James Edgar 1745–1812 who married Mary Mason (his 2nd
wife was Phoebe Wright m. 16 Apr 1778)
There is a slight discrepancy in George’s date and place of birth. Scotland 1695 or Virginia 1704?
One thing I can tell you is that the Bedford Virginia Edgars are DNA group R1b Celts

One more of Angela Reed’s links www.tipperarynorth.rootsireland.ie

Lastly, SteveTO of Oakville, Ontario, fame loves to travel and meet people. He and Jo-Ann were in Belize
this past September, and wouldn’t you know it, he met up with another relative—David Edgar, footballer!
Looks like Steve came away with a game-worn jersey. Read up on David at

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Edgar_%28footballer%29

