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SPECIAL NEWSLETTER 

 
   



DNA Update 

by James Edgar (james@jamesedgar.ca) 
 

DNA tests—they’re the reason we started this newsletter in the first 
place. 
 
I recently received an email from Darcy Edgar in Moncton, New 

Brunswick, Canada, as follows: 
 

Hello I am an Edgar and I’m planning to visit Ireland next year with my son 

and I’m wondering if you can tell me of some good locations specifically for 

Edgar’s settlements things like that 

Darcy Edgar 

Moncton, NB 
 
My response: 

Hi Darcy, 

There are numerous locations in Ireland, particularly in Co. Down. Some also 

in Co. Armagh, a little further west. My own family came to Canada from 

Kilkeel, on the southeast coast. Surprisingly, we’ve done DNA tests of four 

different Edgar males in Kilkeel and surrounding area and there are three 

different DNA types! 

Some place names you might find interesting are Keggall, Camlough, 

Bessbrook, Newry, Dromore, Ballynahinch, Rathfriland, Carryduff, 

Saintfield, Lisburn, and, of course, Kilkeel. There are numerous cemeteries 

in many of those towns with Edgar headstones, so good hunting. I’ve been 

there seven times, and there’s still lots to discover! 

Are you familiar with my website and the Edgar Event newsletters? 

http://www.edgargen.ca/james_cloud.htm#Edgar%20Events 
 

And back to me as: 

I stumbled across your newsletter online. I may be interested in doing the 

DNA test. from my research I found that my ancestors came from Ireland 

but I don’t know what parts etc 

 
So, we await the time when Darcy becomes our next test case. 

~-~-~-~ 
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In the meantime, we have this to report. Jamie (James Alexander Edgar III) first 
contacted me on October 27 with this: 
 

Hi - 

My name is James A. Edgar III, living in Bedford NY. I read with interest your 

report on Edgar events, and I have no idea if we are connected, but perhaps you 

may have more information. 

I am traveling to Scotland next month and my grandparents talked about Keithock 

and Montrose, but I have very few details. 

Are you still researching - 

Best regards, 

Jamie (James) Edgar 
 
It went on from there, with me introducing Jamie via email to James Edgar, Tom 
Edgar and his sister Carol Hunter, and Rachel Edgar, all of the Edinburgh area, so he 
might meet up with them on his Scotland trip. He got some firm advice from James on 
where to go and what to see. 
 
Jamie also took a 67-marker test at FTDNA (which our Trust Fund partially paid for—all 
donations are gratefully received). When I got the results on November 27, I wrote this: 
 

Hi Jamie, 

You and I are cousins! Your results were posted tonight on FTDNA, and your 

closest relative on their site is Jon (Jonathan Ross Edgar) followed by David 

Allen Edgar, most definitely descended from the Keithock Edgars. The results 

don't show you related to me, but I suspect FTDNA’s algorithm is limited to 

something like 20 generations or so, otherwise their database would become too 

large and searches could take way too long. What this means is that we're still 

related, but way, way back — like 1000 years or so. 

 

When you login to the FTDNA site, and look for your matches, what you’ll see is 

the chart below. Any surnames other than Edgar are just random noise, that is, 

unless you know how such other person is related, meaning that you have a family 

tree with them on it. The names that show up looking decidedly Norwegian is a 

reflection that we in Haplogroup I-M253 are descended from Norwegian 

Vikings—further confirmation that the DNA test is accurate. Jon’s Haplogroup 

looks different because he took the Big Y test, a much more in-depth test. I’ve 

taken it too, and my closest match is a Norwegian! 



 
… 

Also, you were going to send me a tree, but too late—I already have one for you—all the 

way back to David Edgar who first owned Keithock! See attached—you’re near the 

middle of p. 4, with your DNA Haplogroup as part of your name. … Your great-

grandfather’s name was William Stuart Edgar, and there's much info to be obtained 

from the Find A Grave site www.findagrave.com/memorial/176846977/william-stuart-edgar 

 

 
PICTURE TIME 
 
Jamie Edgar of Bedford, New York, my newest cousin, taken on his recent European trip. 
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In mid-November, I received this from a Kirkpatrick family member. If you know the 
history, you may recall that the day Robert the Bruce stabbed John “The Red” 
Comyn in Greyfriar’s Church in Dumfries in February 1306, one who was there was 
Richard Edgar, thus the family motto—Maun Dae It (You must do it!). Another witness 
was Sir Roger de Kirkpatrick, and that family received their motto from the same 
event—I mak sikker (“I’ll make sure” or “I make sure”). When Kirkpatrick heard from 
the soon-to-be-King “I must be off, for I doubt I have slain the Red Comyn,” he rushed 
into the church and finished the deed. So, back to the email I received: 
 

Hello James 

 

Research into my Kirkpatrick family history years ago uncovered the connection of the 

Kirkpatrick lands of Closeburn to the House of Edgar. With the advent of y-dna, I 

have wondered if there might be a genetic connection between the two families. Since 

Kirkpatrick was confirmed in these lands and tradition asserts the Kirkpatrick family 

were present on these lands since the 9th century, it causes one to wonder some 

familial tie is possible via a daughter or son. 

The Kirkpatrick group on FTDNA has an open viewing format for its y-dna results. My 

Kirkpatrick line is within the Closeburn group under the Hap'Group R1b - Family A sub-

heading. The Kirkpatrick results can be viewed via this link: 

https://www.familytreedna.com/public/kirkpatrick?iframe=ycolorized 

I would appreciate it very much if you would tell me if this sub group of the 

Kirkpatrick project has matches within your Edgar project. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Making Sure, 

Harold Edington 

clan.kirkpatrick@yahoo.com 
 

My response, after I had done a little digging into our mutual DNA test results: 
 

Hi Harold, 

You are probably aware that Richard Edgar and Sir Roger de Kirkpatrick were 

with Robert the Bruce when he stabbed John “The Red” Comyn in Greyfriars 

Church in Dumfries. To the best of my information, the two families are not 

related, and the DNA bears that out. Here are snips from a few of the Edgars 

of the Wedderlie line, who we know for certain are the same family of Richard 

Edgar—the DNA shows they are descended from the Dunbars (Cospatrick III, 

2nd Earl of Dunbar had a son, Edgar—some sources have Cospatrick II, 1st Earl 

of Dunbar). In any event, our Big-Y tests confirm the connection to the 

Dunbars. 
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Here's a random snip from the FTDNA Kirkpatrick line... 

 

 
 

You can readily see numerous markers that don't match—so not related. 

 

Regards, 

James 
 
The Kirkpatricks and Edgars aren’t related, just mutual friends of Robert the Bruce. 
 

~-~-~-~ 
 
The face of Robert the Bruce by forensic sculptor Christian Corbet. 
  



Another letter in mid-November: 
 

Hello James, 

This is Kenneth St. John. I manage the accounts for my grandparents, Roland St. John 

and Suzanne Sawyer. We are related to a line of Elgar’s but when I came across your 

group, I thought maybe there could be some connection due to the similar surname 

spellings. 

-Kenneth 
 
My response, after more digging: 
 

Hi, 

I just checked your results against mine—same Haplotype, but not related. At least, 

not closely—too many differences. 

James 

~-~-~-~ 
Finally, this one, 

Hello 

Is this letter of any interest to you? My aunt found 

it behind a wall when renovating a house in Hamilton 

Drive Glasgow back in 1960s! 

I can send to you if required. 

Anne O’Leary 
 
I said “Yes!” 
 

Ok. So what’s your connection with Thomas? I randomly Googled his name with 

Thornhill and you cropped up! 

Give me your address and I will send anyway. 

Looks like his sister was staying there or working. 

 
Here are the photos Anne sent with the original email. I don’t know if there’s a connection to the 
Thomas Edgar in the letter, but it will be a good research line for the future. His sister was 
Jessie Edgar. We tested a Jim Edgar in Thornhill in 2007, so possibly that’s the connection. 
(My goodness, there are a lot of James Edgars!) 
 



  



Pewter Badges 
 
I have 11 Edgar Crests left and will continue to take orders. 
At $18, plus shipping, they make a great gift. 
 
Email me at james@jamesedgar.ca 
 
A few pewter buttons are also available. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas to all our Edgar relatives all over the world. 

May 2019 be the best year ever! 
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