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DNA Update 
by James Edgar (Editor) (jamesedgar@sasktel.net) 
 

DNA is a no-news item right now. For the past five years, SteveUK and I 
have come back from our trips to the UK and Ireland (with more fighting 
going on in the north in mid-July!!) bursting with energy and sometimes with 
new DNA swabs from prospective Edgar relatives. Not so this year, as I 
decided to get away from spring showers and try for September warmth 
instead. So, we’ll just have to put up with some other topics, of which I have 

a couple from SteveUK and Richard Edgar, plus photos from Marian Morgan (thank you!). 
 
I heard from a few people about our offer of pewter buttons – to total about 50 buttons. Is 
this the summer doldrums, or are people just not interested? If I don’t hear from anyone in 
the next month or so, I’ll just consider them a bad idea and drop it. Nevertheless, here’s the 
sales pitch once more, with feeling... 
 

 
Pewter Buttons 
 
Mark Wells created buttons similar to the Edgar crest badges he made earlier 
this year (I still have a supply of the badges, should anyone want one, a 
couple, or a few). 
 
Mark has completed a trial casting, shown here. Each button is solid pewter, 
one inch in diameter, with a loop cast into the back for sewing. 
 

Prices for the completed buttons are as per the 
following schedule: 
 
Quantity  //  Price per button 
10-49       //  $3.00 
50-100     //  $2.75 
101+        //  $2.50 
 

If we order 120, the price for six buttons would be $15, plus shipping. 
 
As I said at the opening sentences (para. 2 above), based on my recent 
mailout, we have orders for about 50 buttons. 
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Chinese Headstones 
 

 
By Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
About four years ago, James, Richard, and I sat having a meal in a Chinese 
restaurant in Newry, Co. Down, and Richard raised the question, ―Where do 
Chinese people go when they die?‖ A rapid-fire answer from James and me 

was ―their equivalent of Heaven, I suppose.‖ ―No,‖ said Richard, ―you’re missing the point. 
You two must have covered just about every graveyard/cemetery in Co. Down; have you 
ever seen a Chinese headstone?‖ Answer, in unison, ―No, never!‖ 
 
This question has bugged James and me (thanks Richard!!!) for the last four years and we 
have been consciously looking for Chinese graves. 
 
What do the Chinese do with their deceased loved ones? Burial? Cremation? Send them 
back to China? Preserve them? Or what? 
 
It’s not the sort of question that seems appropriate while you sit eating your sweet and sour 
and the waiter comes over to serve you! Does anyone know the answer? [Ed. See p. 9] 
 
 

 
 

Infant Mortality 
 
By Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
I have reached a period in my family’s history where I am having a problem finding various 
children in later life, so I decided to check on the infant mortality rates through the ages. A 
study that I found to be quite shocking. 
 
In ages past, the only reliable method of birth control was an infant’s (or its mother’s) death! 
This might sound a bit harsh, but is, in many ways, true. 
 
A very long time ago, 20,000 years plus, for the people of Europe, before the onset of 
farming, children were only born every 4-5 years to any given woman. Their 
―hunter/gatherer‖ lifestyle was high in protein and very low in carbohydrate. This diet meant 
that a woman would not conceive whilst she was still breastfeeding another infant. Combine 
this with a high puberty age and a low life expectancy, and the average woman could only 
expect to have children between ages 16 and about 35, and then only have 5 to 6 children 
in total; combine this with a mortality rate of more than 80 percent, and we see that they 
were hard-pressed just to replace themselves. The infants died of various causes — 
starvation, cold, predation, but not of very many diseases. Many small tribes just 
disappeared. 
 
At the onset of farming, life was still tough, but an increase of carbohydrates in their diet 
allowed women to conceive every 12 months or so, very much as they can do now, but the 
mortality rate was still 80 percent or so, this was due partially to the same causes as before, 
but now also due to diseases. Various new illnesses developed due to our closer proximity 
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to animals, and the larger groups of people enabled any illness to spread more easily. The 
overall trend though, was that human beings started to multiply. 
 
As time went by, people developed larger towns and cities, still with a small population 
increase. This increase in population was in the order of .01 percent per annum, enough for 
the population to expand, but only just. As the population expanded, they migrated all over 
Europe and settled in various locations, before again moving on. 
 
No-one knows the exact population of the British Isles in AD 1, but it is estimated at 
approximately 1 million when the Romans invaded, and expanded to around 1.4 to 1.9 
million at the time of the Norman conquest in AD 1066. This is an increase of about 400,000 
to 900,000 in 1100 years; the infant mortality was the same as it ever was, greater than 80 
percent. The population went through a rapid increase up to about AD 1300, when it 
reached about 5 million. During the 1300s, agricultural crises and the Black Death reduced 
the population down to 3.5 to 4 million. When Poll tax was introduced in 1377, the estimate 
was 3 million. From 1400 until 1750, the population grew slowly but steadily — wars, 
disruption of food supply, and unrest slowed any rapid increases. The infant mortality rate 
dropped, but their parents weren’t marrying, and if they did they were being killed off in 
wars. 
 
By 1750, the population was in the order of 6 million, and by 1800, it had grown to 8 million. 
This increase was primarily due to advances in medicine that lowered the mortality rate. The 
rate was now about 40 percent for children under 2, and about 55 percent for children under 
10. 
 
Improvements in medicine and hygiene allowed the population to rapidly increase, even 
after accounting for the millions of emigrants to Australia, Canada, and the USA 
 
Estimates from UK population census data give: 
1801 –   8 million, 
1811 – 10 million, 
1821 – 12 million, 
1841 – 15 million, 
1851 – 17 million, 
1861 – 19 million, 
1871 – 22 million, 
1881 – 25 million, 
1891 – 28 million, and 
1901 – 31 million. 
 
Bear in mind that this is from the UK; conditions during these times meant that infant 
mortality was still high, but was falling. Economic conditions meant that fewer children were 
being born. This flies in the face of the typical scenario of large Victorian families — selected 
areas and income groups could afford large families, but many could not. Town dwellers had 
a higher mortality rate than their rural counterparts. 
 
In the colonies, life was good by comparison, the death rate was much lower, and many 
migrating families flourished. 
  



 
Considerations for pre-1800 research: 

1) Any pre-1750 information is many times more valuable than any later data. With a 
population of only 6 million in the UK, one-tenth of what it is now, the records, even 
with name variations, have a high relevance. 

2) It must be assumed that about 50 percent of all children died before they were 10 
years old. 

3) Death in childbirth was a major factor for mothers. 
4) You were ―old‖ at 50 years 
5) All occupations were 20 to 30 times more dangerous than they are now, people were 

killed at work. 
6) People did die of starvation. 
7) Not all births were recorded, nor any subsequent deaths. 

 
If the above is borne in mind for your future research, it may save a bit of time by not looking 
for ―dead ends.‖ Any location pre-1750 is of prime importance. Prior to 1750, people 
generally moved less than 10 miles from where they were born. Don’t trust place names on 
the census, get a map of the area and look at all the hamlets and villages in the surrounding 
area. 
 

 

Picture time – Jodie’s garden 
[We sowed wild-flower seeds a few years ago, and these just keep ―popping up‖ every year 
in a spectacular display!] 
  



Surname Edgar? 
 
by Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
Some months ago, I wrote an article on people named Edgar, wondering whether they were real 
―Edgars‖ or not.  Were members of the male Edgar line who were adopted, fostered, illegitimate, etc, 
really Edgars? There is no way of telling from the written records (unless it was noted somewhere) 
but it would show in the DNA records as an unmatched record. Some of these are already showing. 
It is really fascinating (OK then, frustrating!) when we set up a DNA test on someone we are 
convinced will be of a certain family group, only to find they match no-one. Certainly they will be an 
Edgar by lineage, but they’re not by blood and DNA. This ―incident‖ may well of occurred 500 years 
ago. 
 
My wife (she who must be obeyed), has started researching her own family and was trawling World 
War I death records and came across Benjamin Edgar. My father and grandfather shared this name 
so she copied the record just in case. The record states ―in memory of Pte Benjamin Edgar 16822, 
1st Bn Hampshire Regiment who died 28 Mar 1918. (served as Edgar) son of Hyman and Betsy 
Ettinger.‖ A second record shows Benjamin Edgar as an alias. My wife then checked the census and 
found Benjamin as born in Liverpool son of Hyman Ettinger b. Poland and Elizabeth b. Russia, also 
at the address was Elizabeth’s mother, Selina Levy, b. Frankfurt, Germany. 
 

 

Prussia in 1866 
 
As a soldier Germany in the war, anyone with a connection to Germany would have had a hard time, 
it looks as though the army allowed him to change his name to avoid problems ( A lot of families did 
this; another family I know of were called Saxe-Coberg and Gotha — until they changed it to 
Windsor.) Also bear in mind when the parents were born, the areas of Poland and Russia they were 
born in may well have also been part of Prussia. 
 
Had this young man survived the war would he have reverted back to Ettinger? I doubt it. He would 
have maintained the Edgar name I’m sure. It is only since the Internet opened up the census records 
and DNA testing became possible that these records have become so easy to find. 
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More on DNA 
by James Edgar (Editor) (jamesedgar@sasktel.net) 

 
Some time ago, I came across an eBook, ―I Have the Results of My 
Genetic Genealogy Test, Now What?‖ by Blaine Bettinger; he allows 
free non-commercial distribution. I’ll put it forward in a few installments, 
since the publication is 28 pages in total. While a bit dated, having been 
first published in 2008, it is good information. Here’s the first section... 

 
Chapter 1 

What is Genetic Genealogy? 
 
If you’ve downloaded this eBook, then you’re probably already fully aware of genetic 
genealogy, the use of DNA to explore ancestral origins and relationships between 
individuals. It is, as I call it, ―another tool for the genealogist’s toolbox.‖ 
 
Although there are four types of genetic genealogy tests – autosomal DNA tests, X-DNA 
tests, Y-DNA tests, and mtDNA tests – we will only be exploring the results of Y-DNA and 
mtDNA testing. 
 
Y-DNA tests, available only to males, examine either STRs (short tandem repeats) or SNPs 
(single nucleotide polymorphisms) on the Y chromosome. For an STR test, short segments 
of DNA are sequenced. The number of repeats in that short sequence changes over time, 
and these changes are passed on from father to son. STR analysis provides a person’s 
haplotype and is used to predict an individual’s haplogroup. SNP tests examine single 
nucleotide changes in the DNA sequence and are typically used to determine a person’s 
exact haplogroup. 
 
mtDNA tests, available to both males and females, sequence a short region of the 
mitochondrial genome (although it is possible to sequence the entire mitochondrial 
genome). When mtDNA is tested for genealogical purposes, a region of the DNA is 
sequenced for mutations. The mtDNA sequence is then compared to a single mtDNA 
sequence, the Cambridge Reference Sequence. The differences are listed as mutations that 
can be compared to the thousands of other mtDNA mutation lists that are stored in publicly 
available databases. The results can also be used to roughly estimate the amount of time to 
which individuals share a most recent common ancestor (MRCA). The results of an mtDNA 
test can also be used to determine a person’s mtDNA haplogroup and haplotype. According 
to a 2006 report (Genetic Genealogy Goes Global, 7 EMBO Reports 1072-4), at least 
460,000 genetic genealogy kits have been sold throughout the world. By my recent 
estimate, that number might be as high as 600,000 to 700,000 and increasing by as much 
as 80,000 to 100,000 a year. Regardless of the exact number, genetic genealogy is a 
quickly growing field. 
 

What ISN’T Genetic Genealogy? 
 
Although genetic genealogy is an informative addition to anyone’s family tree, it is not 
without limitations. These limitations have been the focus of a great deal of media attention 
in recent months. Anyone who is thinking about buying a genetic genealogy test should be 
aware of the following:  
 
1. The results of a genetic genealogy test do not include a family tree. DNA alone cannot tell 
a person who their great-grandmother was, or what Italian village their great-great 
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grandfather came from. Genetic genealogy is an addition to traditional genealogical 
research, not a replacement. 
 
2. Although Y-DNA and mtDNA can be used to determine the relatedness of individuals, it 
cannot directly determine the degree of relationship. For example, an mtDNA test might be 
used to finally determine whether two women are maternally descended from one individual, 
as your traditional research has suggested. However, the results will not be able to 
determine whether the women are first cousins, third cousins, or fifth cousins once removed. 
 
3. Genetic genealogy testing CAN potentially reveal information about your health. Infertility 
can be revealed by DYS464 testing of the Y-chromosome, and some metabolic and other 
diseases can be revealed by full mtDNA sequencing. 
 
4. Finally, a genetic genealogy test will only reveal information about a small percentage of 
your genome. As every genealogist knows, at 10 generations, there are as many as 1024 
ancestors in the family tree. Thus, a Y-DNA test or mtDNA test only represents one 
individual out of 1024. However, almost every genealogist has spent money and a great 
deal of time and effort attempting to learn even the smallest bit of information about an 
individual in their family tree. DNA is another way to add to that information. 
 
Even with these limitations, genetic genealogy can be an informative and exciting addition to 
traditional research, and can sometimes be used to answer specific genealogical mysteries. 
There are many – perhaps even hundreds – of genealogical success stories thanks to the 
proper use of genetic genealogy. To read about some of these inspiring success stories, 
see the International Society of Genetic Genealogy’s (ISOGG) Success Stories 
www.isogg.org/successstories. 
 
[Ed: watch next issue for the continuation of this eBook.] 

 

Research Sites 
 

by Steve Edgar of Weston, Crewe (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
We always assume that everyone else knows about research sites we use. 
Below are some of my favourites — I hope they are of some use:- 
 
Lancashire — There is a new facility in Lancashire called cemsearch, it is 
free and is still being worked upon. They will send a report for any name in a 

named cemetery for £6.00 (they take PayPal, cheques, cards). The report takes about 24 
hours via email and will be updated continually. www.cemsearch.co.uk 
  
UK — Free BMD search at  www.freebmd.org.uk. A site for looking up births, marriages, 
and deaths in the UK; not totally comprehensive but very useful. 
 
N Ireland — Belfast Newsletter Index 1737 -1800 www.ucs.louisiana.edu/bnl all sorts of 
newspaper bits and pieces; a good read on the social history of the time. 
 
Ireland — Emerald Ancestors  www.emeraldancestors.com A monthly subscription site, lots 
of new records for Ireland (can be subscribed to annually) 
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Ireland — More newspapers and info for Ireland  www.irelandoldnews.com/index.html 
  
Ireland — Irish Census from 1901 and 1911, www.census.nationalarchives.ie partial 
records only 
 
Newry and S Down — www.bagenalscastle.com/ancestry/search/advanced.aspx Mainly 
Newry 
 
Northern Ireland — Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI), lots of bits on line, 
really needs a visit to get the best www.proni.gov.uk 
  
County Down — THE website for County Down. If Ros Davies doesn’t have it, it doesn’t 
exist! – (If you do have a record from Co Down that she doesn’t have, please email the 
details to her). freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rosdavies 
 
Ireland — Slater’s Commercial Directory 1846. Business records from all of Ireland 
www.failteromhat.com/slater.htm 
 
N Ireland — confused by the Townland system in Northern Ireland? This might help 
www.ulsterancestry.com/ulster_townlands_by_county.html 
 
Good Hunting! If you have any favourite sites, please share them by emailing James or 
myself.  
 
Thanks, Steve 
 
 

The Chinese section of Southern Cemetery, Manchester England 
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Alex Higgins 1949-2010 
 
 
Sad to announce the death of Alex ―Hurricane‖ Higgins in Belfast on the July 24. James 
and I met him in Belfast in 2005, where I renewed our acquaintance from the 1980s in 
Cheshire when he was a World Champion Snooker player.  
 
He made us both very welcome — he will be missed. He was suffering from throat cancer 
and had been wasting away for a long time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you look to the left side of the picture you can see Alex in his prime at the snooker table 



The Edgar family of Ballynahinch 
 
by Richard Edgar (edgar888@yahoo.com) 
 

The Edgar family of Ballynahinch, Co. Down, has had more prominent 
members in Irish society than any other family my research has uncovered. 
This family has produced a number of Presbyterian ministers and leading 

academics.  

Without doubt, the most famous Edgar to have lived in Ireland was Rev. John Edgar (1798-
1866) He is best remembered as the founder of the Temperance Movement, but he also 
was the first person to raise the fact that the shadow of famine was beginning to be cast 
across Ireland. He was also a leading figure in the Belfast branch of the movement for the 
abolition of slavery in British colonies, as well as many other many other religious, political, 
and social reform groups. 

The last record I have of anyone from this family is the death in 1916 of John Hammond 
Edgar. Was this the end of the line for this Edgar family? If not, where are the members of 
this family now? Who, if any, within our group of Edgar families can prove they are 
descended from this family? 

 

Rev. Samuel Edgar M.A., D.D. (1767-1826) 

 
Ballynahinch Town Council 1803 August 26 

This mural painted by Hilary Bryson in 1998 is sited on the sidewall of the market house, Ballynahinch, Co. 
Down. In the centre seated is Rev. James Forde, Vicar of Magheradroll. On the right are three other 
clergymen: left to right they are: Samuel Edgar (seated), the minister of Second Ballynahinch Presbyterian 
Church; John McClelland (standing), minister of First Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church; and Fr. Alexander 
McCoy of St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Chapel. 

  



 

Rev. John Edgar D.D., LL.D (1798-1866) 

 

In 1842 John Edgar wrote,  

My highest and holiest ambition, my fervent wish and prayer for my two sons, is that they may 
faithfully and successfully preach in the Irish language to the Irish people. 

He was born near Ballynahinch in 1798, son of the Rev. Samuel Edgar (1766-1826) and his 
wife Elizabeth McKee (1771-1839). He shone as a student at the Belfast Academical 
Institution, where he carried off four silver medals. Edgar was noted for his humanity and his 
high ideals, and he was renowned as the originator of the Temperance Movement, 
preceding by some years the work of the Rev. Fr Mathew (1838). His letter to the Belfast 
News Letter on 1829 August 14 was the first appeal on behalf of Temperance Societies that 
appeared in Europe. 

A person of strong social conscience, he was involved in the early development of several of 
the public institutions in Belfast. Dr. Orpen of Dublin, a fluent Irish speaker, had founded the 
first establishment for deaf mutes in Ireland. Dr. Edgar was instrumental in getting the Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind Institute in Belfast started. This was only one of his many charitable 
ventures. He was sensitive to his cultural environment and described in detail the custom of 
―keening‖ (from the Irish caoin, to cry or moan) for the deceased. He first heard it in Co. 
Down, but felt that the Connemara keen was much superior. His well-known tract A Cry from 
Connaught was a best seller with 26,000 copies being printed. It first appeared in the 
Missionary Herald of November 1846. He commented on the failure of the potato crop and 
how it was spreading panic. However, there was as yet no inkling of the devastating disaster 
still to strike. The work of the Irish schools was progressing very well and he described the 
successes in much detail: 

In the district I visited there were 107 Irish Schools, which furnished for examination, last inspection, 2053 
pupils, but not less than 5000 are under instruction. 
 

He criticised the attitude of the Anglican Church, and in a paper read at the 6th annual 
conference of the British organisation of the Evangelical Alliance in August 1852, he said: 
 



Is it at all surprising that the Reformation made small progress in Ireland when those in authority persisted in 
attempting to spread it by means of a language (English) which the people did not understand? 

In 1840, he was a member of the Secession Synod and Minister of Alfred Street 
congregation. In 1842, he was elected Moderator of the General Assembly.  

John Edgar resented the allegation that he was a proselytiser and that his objective was to 
turn Roman Catholics into Presbyterians. He pointed out that his sole aim was to give them 
living, saving, faith in the Son of God. Furthermore, the Home Mission, of which John Edgar 
was the  honorary secretary in 1847, could not be accused of using the Famine, which broke 
out in that year, as a means of getting a foothold in Connaught: they were already there. He 
died in 1866 aged 68. 

Balmoral Cemetery, Belfast 
EDGAR 

 
 

“The memory of the just is blessed.” Here lie the remains of John Edgar D.D., LL.D., Professor of 
Theology for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the Christian Philanthropist and founder of the 
Temperance Reformation, who died August 26th 1866 aged 68 years. 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus for he shall save his people from their sins.” Here also have been 
laid the remains of Susanna Edgar, wife of the Rev John Edgar D.D., who fell asleep in Jesus on the 
23rd January 1871. “We which have believed do enter into rest.” 
Helen Ethel Sinclair, youngest daughter of the late Thos. Sinclair, Hopefield, and grand-daughter of 
Rev John Edgar D.D., died 23rd July 1887 aged 22 years. And John, son of the Rev John Edgar 
D.D., died 10th July 1927. And Mary his wife died 23rd August 1921. And his daughter, Minnie, died in 
London 22nd October 1930, interred at Norwood. 
“They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” John E. Edgar, only son of John Edgar, College Park, 
and grandson of the Rev John Edgar D.D., died 13th November 1893 aged 27 years. 
 
The following was taken from the register for Balmoral Cemetery: 

 Edgar, Dr John aged 69yrs, of University Square, buried 29 August 1866 

 Edgar, Susanna, aged 72yrs, buried 26 January 1871 

 Sinclair Helen, aged 22yrs, buried 26 July 1887  

 Edgar, John E., aged 24yrs, of Royal Hospital, buried 16 November 1893  

 
The will of the Reverend John Edgar, late of Belfast in the county of Antrim, Doctor in Divinity, who 
died 26th August 1866 at Rathgar in the county of Dublin, was proved at the Principal Registry 9th 



October 1866 by the oaths of Thomas Sinclair of Belfast, merchant, and William F. Bigger, merchant, 
and Susanna Edgar, the widow, both of Londonderry, the executors. Effects under £4,000. 
The will of Susanna Edgar, formerly of Londonderry and late of Belfast, county Antrim, widow, who 
died 23 January 1871 at Belfast aforesaid, was proved at Belfast 27 March 1871 by the oaths of 
William Finlay Bigger and William Tillie, both of Londonderry, the executors. Effects under £1,500. 
The Rev. John Edgar was born at Ballykine, near Ballynahinch, on 13th June 1798. He was the 
eldest son of the Rev. Samuel Edgar, minister of second Ballynahinch (Secession) Presbyterian 
Church, who ran an Academy at his home and was Seceder’s Professor of Theology at Belfast 
Academical Institution until his death. The Rev. Samuel Edgar and his wife were buried in Killaney 
graveyard and he was succeeded in Ballynahinch by his younger son, David. John was educated at 
Glasgow University 1812-14 and Belfast Academical Institution where he obtained the General 
Certificate in 1819. He was Ordained Secession Minister of Alfred Place, Belfast on 14 November 
1820 and the church was opened in the following year, to be replaced by a larger one in Alfred 
Street in 1837. When his father died in 1826 John was elected to the Chair in Theology (at B.A.I.) 
which he held until his death. He was made D.D. of Hamilton, USA in 1836 and LL.D of New York in 
1860 and was Moderator of the General Assembly 1842-3. However he is chiefly famous as a 
pioneer of the temperance movement, and was involved in other good causes including help for 
female prostitutes and the starving in Connaught during the Great Famine. He died in Dublin where 
he had gone for treatment of a polyp in his throat. See his biography by W D Killen, (1867); Allen: 
The Presbyterian College (1954); Addison: The Matriculation Albums of the University of Glasgow 
(1913). 
 

  

Key to the tree above 

Entry no 1: Rev. Samuel Edgar M.A. D.D. The Rev. Dr. Samuel Edgar was born in Gilford, 
Co. Down, in 1767. His father was an elder in the Gilford congregation. For some time as a 
child he lived with his uncle, the Rev. Samuel Edgar of Loughageny. He married Elizabeth 
McKee (1771-1839) on the 15th January 1794. He was the minister of Second Ballynahinch 
Presbyterian Church for 33 years (1793-1826). And on his death on the 17th October 1826 
aged 59, the congregation asked for his son David, who was at that time training to be a 
minister, to be his successor, and three years after his father’s death, the Rev. David Edgar 
became the minister of Second Ballynahinch Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Samuel Edgar 
owned and lived on a farm in Magheraknock just outside of Ballynahinch; it was here that 
the famous Rev. Dr. John Edgar was born. 



Entry no 2: Rev. Dr. John Edgar D.D. LL.D. The Rev. Dr. John Edgar was born in 
Ballynahinch, Co. Down, on the 13th July 1798, he died 26th August 1866, aged 68. He 
married in 1828 to Susanna Grinshaw (25th March 1800 - 23rd January 1871) 

Entry no 3: Rev. David Edgar. The Rev. David Edgar was born in Ballynahinch, Co. Down, 
in 1805; he died in 8 December 1889. He was married on 22nd August 183? To Nancy 
Graham (? - 1st December 1836) [Ed. As an interesting side note, I found David Edgar on 
the English 1851 Census in Crewe, Cheshire, as a visitor at the Mann household.] 

Entry no 4: Rev. Samuel Edgar. The Rev. Samuel Edgar (1747 - 9th May 1785). His wife 
(whose name I can’t identify at the moment) died 23rd August 1828. He was the minister of 
Loughageny 1771-1785. 

Entry no 5: Rev. Samuel Edgar. The Rev. Samuel Edgar, married 1855, died 2nd March 
1891. 

Entry no 6: Rev. Samuel Oliver Edgar. The Rev. Samuel Oliver Edgar, born 1783, died 3rd 
June 1850, minister Armagh 1811. 

Entry no 7: Nancy Edgar. Nancy Edgar married Leslie Cobard, their daughter Jane married 
Robert Stewart in 1833, their son was the Rev. Samuel Edgar Stewart, born Carrickfergus 
1841; he married Agnes Black the daughter of Rev. Moses Black. 

Also in this family but I am not sure where they fit in are: 

Ellen Edgar, died 30th March 1883, married Rev. John Brown, 17th November 1830 

Ann Jane Edgar, married Rev. William Wallace, 15th June 1813, he died 21st January 1859 

Hugh Edgar, married 5th November 1838 

Joseph Edgar, married Eleanor White, 12th November 1847 

John Edgar, died 31st August 1923, married Mary Hutton, on 13th January 1876 

Robert Smyth Edgar, from Dromore, Co. Down, died 1897, married Elyja Jane Jardine in 
1877, she died in 1918. 

John Hammond Edgar M.A. LL.D. Master in law, the son of Robert S. Edgar, John was born 
in 1879, Co. Down, Ireland. He was killed in action in France 24th February 1916. Serving 
as Lieutenant with the 9th Durham Light Infantry, he is buried in Railway Dugouts Burial 
Ground, Ypres, Belgium. His name appears on the War Memorial at Queen’s University 
Belfast, pictured below, and also on the memorial at the Four Courts in Dublin for Irish 
Barristers killed in the war. 

  

The war memorial at Queen’s University, Belfast 



Finally – two images from some of the many by Marian Morgan 

(mdmorgan@westnet.com.au) 
 
 

My recent trans-continental trip from south to north across Australia via ―The Ghan,‖ our train 
named after the early Afghani cameleers who came to this country, included time spent in the 
―Red Centre‖ and the ―Top End‖ (also called Central Australia and the north of the Northern 
Territory). Of the many spectacular sites, seeing Uluru (formerly called Ayers Rock) in the rain 
was quite special! It can show itself in many, many colours, from ochre to a deep red to blue to 
grey, and no picture can really do justice to its immense size. It is a very sacred place to the 
local indigenous people who now look after the whole area, and they encourage visitors to view 
it from its most spectacular aspect, i.e. standing at the bottom and looking up, rather than 
attempting a very steep and incredibly dangerous climb which has caused many fatalities in the 

past. 

In the ―Top End‖ I was fortunate to visit a remote part of Arnhem Land where the ancient rock art is 

quite magnificent, and the waterways are very beautiful with wonderful water lilies, large quantities 

of diverse bird life, and amongst all that tranquillity...lots of crocodiles!!! 


