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DNA Update 
by James Edgar (jamesedgar@sasktel.net) 
 
We have results for Bruce Edgar in California. He’s an R1b, closely 
related to Steven Paul Edgar of Gravois Mills, Missouri. Recall that 
when we had Steven tested, he didn’t match any other R1b on our 
project (see Edgar Events #50). 
 
The MRCA for Bruce shows him as one generation away from 
Steven—very close. We continue to search for the common link to 
their ancestry. It shouldn’t be hard, as Bruce feels it should be in 
Missouri a few generations back. 

  
AHA!! We have some of it—Steven gave us his father’s and grandfather’s name, and we now 
have some of the family—it looks to go a long way back, just as Bruce suspected. The details are 
still a bit murky, so we’ll wait until we get some solid facts before publishing anything. 

~-~-~~- 
 
We’ve been in touch through email with Derek Lawson in Linlithgow, Scotland. His ancestor was 
William Edgar of Co. Down, married to Mary Rooney in Kilcoo Church of Ireland in 1871. Kilcoo 
lies between Rathfriland and Castlewellan. My Jodie (Ms. Poirot) found a marriage record for 
them on rootsireland.ie, and, from that, we have the names of both the bride and groom’s fathers. 
Helpful, those marriage records! 

~-~-~~- 
 
And another, John Fuller of Yuma, Arizona. Juanita Edgar put us on to him, and he’s now part of 
our mailing list. Earlier in December he wrote, in part: 

James, thank you so much for your help. Yes the David Edgar and Mary Eveline are definitely 

my great grandparents. My grandmother Eva was born at Mt. Pleasant. The best part of 

what you sent my was the maiden name of Mary Eveline. All my aunts thought it was Harte, 

but obviously it is Hartle and that may help a lot. … 

Thank you, John Fuller 
 
It turns out that SteveUK and Juanita had been searching for the same family back in August 
Recall the story we published about the nurse, Sister Mabel Edgar, in newsletter #68. 
 
Jodie found a marriage between John Fuller’s ancestor, David Edgar and Mary Eveline Hartle 
in Kildarton, Co. Armagh. This was an important find, even though the marriage record shows her 
name as “Hartle”; John now advises that the name is “Harte” on numerous other records and 
documents, including the 1912 Ulster Covenant. More good news is that David’s residence is 
shown as Mt. Pleasant on the marriage document—confirmation! 

~-~-~~-~ 
 

We welcome Kingsley Edgar of Australia to our newsletters, and we’re working on him to get his 
DNA tested. He’s one of those I met on Facebook. 

~-~-~~-~ 
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From Dennis Wise, who recently joined the DNA group, we got this: 
 

Thank you for the welcome.  

James Edgar (b: 9 Jun 1805 in Ireland, d: 3 Mar 1889 at New Haven, Shiawassee Co., MI) 

was my g-g-grandfather. 
 
Dennis has provided us with some of his family documents, such as the marriage of his 

grandmother Martha Haughton (née Edgar). 
 

 
 
Dennis also sent two newspaper clippings with a chilling story (see also on next page): 

 
And, his great-grandmother’s death certificate. She was born in Canada:  
 



 
 

~-~-~~-~ 
  



 

Another new kid on the block, by the name of William Eager, is from New Jersey. He joined 
our Ancestry.com site on December 24, and look who he’s related to—not just related, 
CLOSELY related! 

 

 
 
Bill says his ancestry is Eastern European, but I suspect it’s more Scottish than anything. 
This requires much more digging! Cousin Sharon (Edgar) Bunek may already have some of 
the pieces to this puzzle. (It’s not your eyes, the image above has been deliberately blurred.) 

~-~-~~-~ 

And, on another front, but very related (excuse the pun!), Dale Eager of Florida has agreed to 
do the DNA test. Sharon has been in touch with Dale for a few years, has urged him to do the 
test, and he agreed. We’ll keep you posted when the results come in. 
 
Our (your) Edgar DNA Trust Fund has paid for this test (and many others). If you wish to 
contribute to the fund, contact me at james@jamesedgar.ca. I’m the fund administrator, and 
can accept Canadian and US dollars, GB pounds, and drafts or money orders from all other 
locations. 
 
We have some very generous donors who have kept the fund “topped up” over the years, and 
we thank them immensely for the support they have given. Juanita Edgar in North Carolina 
has this as her motto “A dollar a day for DNA.” Think about it, and drop me a line.  
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Family Trees Appeal 
 
by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
Please accept my apologies for not contributing for the past couple of 
months, but I took on a 7-week contract at 12 hours per day, 7 days per 
week. It didn't leave much time for family history! 
 
Now that I'm back in the fold, I'd like to launch an appeal. We have 254 

members on our Ancestry Web site and over 110 DNA tests done. The results of the tests can 
be seen at http://dna.ancestry.com/groupDNA.aspx?siteId=35433882 
[Note: to view the data, you need a membership in MyFamily.com—it’s quite painless, and the 
password requirement keeps the spammers and snoops at bay.] 
 
What we need to do is collate all of this data, try to match up individual family trees, and start 
to make the connections. Hence the appeal. 
 
It would be very helpful if all members (and non-members) were to send to James and/or 
myself their earliest family trees to about 3 generations, with any known siblings and 
locations. What we can then do is look at the various Haplogroups and locations, check the 
MRCA (Most Recent Common Ancestor) count, and see if we can piece some bits of 
evidence together and find ourselves some cousins. 
 
Any tree format is acceptable, be they hand drawn and scanned, PDF, Family Tree Maker, 
Genealogy reports, or Ahnentafel reports—any format you want to send. We will then enter 
the trees onto the database, produce family group reports, and look for matches. Any that are 
found would be reported back to the senders and would form the basis of an article in an 
upcoming newsletter. 
 
Please remember it's your earliest records we need. 
 
Happy New Year 
 
Steve Edgar, Crewe UK 
 
 

 
 
Tracing lost relatives is something we all do every day and at times can be very frustrating in 
that we lose track of the people we are looking for. The reasons for their disappearance is 
never obvious, but was usually due to migration. The question is migration to where? 
Australia, Canada and the USA are the obvious favourites and no doubt have been 
thoroughly investigated. But where else could they have gone? 
 
I decided to run a “wild-card” on the IGI (International Genealogy Index at 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/igi) and see what came up. Overleaf is a list of 
worldwide locations I found Edgars: 

mailto:steven-edgar@sky.com
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/igi


 
Jacob, Aidsik, Absolom, and Mariam Edgar , PERSIA 
Ralph, Henry, Peter, and Martha Edgar , RUSSIA 
Pearl, Phoebe, and David Edgar, JAPAN 
Grant Kenneth Edgar, MONGOLIA 
Maria, George, Susannah, and Lily Charlotte Edgar, INDIA 
Adelaida B. Edgar, ARGENTINA 
Merrill, Blanche, and Rachel Edgar, HAWAII 
Elvira, Carlos, Guillermo, and Jose Edgar, MEXICO 
Susannah, Alexander, and Maud Edgar, JAMAICA 
Elizabeth, Marie, and Louis Edgar, GERMANY 
Frederick Edgar, BARBADOS 
Daniel G. Edgar, PHILLIPINES 
Robert, Julia, and Lillian Edgar, CUBA 
Rosa, Tomas, and Juana Edgar, PERU 
 
How many of these are “real” Edgars and how many are adopted or corrupted names I can't 
tell, but if anyone out there is bored in the New Year and wants to take on a project.... 
 
Steve Edgar 
 

 
 

Dr. Rachel Edgar 
 

by Richard Edgar 
(edgar888@yahoo.com) 
 
[Richard sent me this by email 
on December 12] 

 

In this week’s Portadown News 

(the local paper) there is an 

Edgar from Co Armagh who is not from my family, I 

don't know her or her parents, I wonder is she a 

member of the family you have been researching 

from Co Armagh. 

 

Richard 
 
 
 
 
 

~-~-~~-~ 
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On another front, we received this from Richard. 

 

I am currently reading a book written by Cardwell McClure and Wilson Steen of 

Edenderry Historical Society in Portadown. The book is "A history of the foundry 1844 – 

1983," which tells the story of Portadown foundry and the engineering history of the 

area. The book also has biographies of some of the engineers who worked in the foundry; 

to my great surprise, there is a member of my family listed in the book, Lieutenant 

Commander Samuel Edgar, MBE. I have never met Samuel but I am going to try and get 

in touch with him, he is a cousin of my father. The worst thing is he lives in Gosport, a 

town I have visited a number of times, but I didn't know he lived there. 

 

Richard 
  



Richard wrote on December 20: 

 

James / Steve 

 

I have just been speaking to Samuel Edgar on the phone, this is the family member I 

found in the Portadown Foundry book. He has given me direction as to where my family 

come from before Ahorey. We come from Newtownhamilton in Co Armagh, also the 

Robert Edgar hanged for murder in Armagh is a member of my family. I now have some 

things to start digging deeper into my own history. I shall write something about this for 

the next Edgar News. 

 

Richard 

 

Picture time 
 

 
 
 
  

Bohemian waxwing on the garage roof 



Big Deal 

 
by Warren Gillespie-Edgar (ozewoz@dodo.com.au) 
 
“Big Deal” is a statement (or more often, a thought) made by others when they’re not directly 
affected by something, so I expect many readers will resort to the phrase when consuming 
this piece of personal chest-beating. But, to me, this is certainly a Big Deal—probably the 
biggest deal of my life. You see, I was born a Gillespie—Warren Gillespie—and accepted that 
fact blindly for most of my life. It wasn’t until my later years, my fifties anyway, that I 
developed an interest in genealogy. Fairly soon after my interest started I made contact with a 
cousin’s wife, Dee Gillespie, of Collie, Western Australia. Dee really got me scurrying to every 
resource I could find to track down my family—past and present. 
 
But, there was a major stumbling block—James Edgar Gillespie. I think James was born 
around 1826-1827 in Northern Ireland. He popped up in Scotland around 1850, and married 
Janet (Janette) Gillespie and produced a couple of Edgar offspring. Then the story takes a 
twist that has affected hundreds (maybe thousands) of people ever since. They migrated to 
Australia, adopting Janet’s surname and using Edgar as their middle name. They produced 
more children in Australia, all bearing the surname Gillespie and the middle name Edgar. 
 
So, with our research, I had accepted that my real name, and that of my father, and his father 
before him, was not Gillespie, but rather Edgar. But it was always in the background and only 
ever brought up at family occasions—births, weddings, or funerals. They were usually the 
only occasions where I caught up with the “rellies” anyway. 
 
Out of the blue in the late ’90s, I finally found Steve Edgar. Steve is a “full bottle” on Edgar 
history; it’s branches, the black sheep, the legends—the whole zoography. Steve then 
introduced me to James Edgar from Canada, and together they convinced me to take the 
ancestry.com DNA test. So, I did. It seemed to take forever for the results to arrive. But when 
they did—“Bang”—confirmation. I am an Edgar. In fact, my I2b1 Haplogroup puts me fairly 
and squarely in the middle of “The Stonemasons,” which is about 30,000 years old. 
 
Of course, the mystery now deepens. Why did James Edgar change his surname to that of 
his wife? Where was he born? Who were his parents? There are scant records and plenty of 
smart people with far more genealogical skills than I who have tried to crack it, to little avail. 
 
Nevertheless, we press on. I believe we Edgars are an indomitable lot, after all we survived 
some interesting times—and if there are answers to be had—we’ll find ’em. 



SteveUK has provided us with a map of Ireland showing the distribution of the surname 
“EAGAR,” which could also be “EAGER.” Note the large number in what is now the Republic. 
 
County Down is also significant in the north (in case you don’t already have the map details 
burned into your mind, it’s the RED bit with “13” showing). 
 
 


