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DNA Update
by James Edgar (jamesedgar@sasktel.net)
We have two tests: one at the lab in the processing mode, and the
other in transit. Last month I incorrectly wrote that Lawrence Edgar
of Barrie, Ontario, had a test at the lab, but it is still in transit. The one
now at the lab belongs to David Edgar of Ousden, Newmarket, UK.
He advised that he was born in Kilwinning, Ayrshire, Scotland, in
1950, son of Samuel Edgar, whose parents were from Banbridge
and Katesbridge, Ulster. David and his wife, Claude (from France),
have three kids – a girl and two boys. We’re looking forward to the
results.
We also had a kit out to Rob Edgar in Adelaide, Australia. We thought he might be related to
me, since his family were from the same area of Northern Ireland. Turns out, he is related and
only 10 generations away from a common ancestor!

You can see how close he is to at least half of the I1s. Right now, we have his tree back to
Arthur Edgar b. about 1835 in Ulster, and we’ll have to get more details so we can further
trace his ancestry. Of course, those records may not even exist!
~-~-~-~
Good links!
http://selectsurname.com/edgar.html
www.canadiangreatwarproject.com

Edgar family locations in Scotland
by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com)
In the many books and records we have are various locations given for the
Edgar family in and around Scotland. James and I have been to three of them,
Samquhar, Wedderlie, and Keithock House. All are now out of Edgar family
hands. To go to the latter two is a bit of an invasion of the property owners’
privacy, and to be honest, there is not much to see that can’t be found in the records we hold.
I was reading the book “An Account of the Sirname Edgar” by Lawrence-Archer (now a
cousin!) and I found lots of other locations for Edgar family. Curiosity took over and I decided
to find where they were.
Auchingrammont House
As far as I can find, this building no longer exists, There is an Auchingrammont Road in
Hamilton, south east of Glasgow. I assume that this is the approximate location of where the
house or estate stood. From John Gough Nichols - That portion of Auchingrammont which
merged into the town of Hamilton, used to be called Nether Auchingrammont, and Nether
houses. (Regr. of Sasines, Edinb. and Par. Reg. of N. Leith, 1754.)
This property came into the hands of Alexander Edgar in 1734. Auchingrammont Road has
some very fine stone-built structures and large detached properties
Newtoun de Birgham, Berwickshire
I can’t find any record for “Newtoun de Birgham” in Berwickshire. The closest match I can
make is Newtown Street in Duns. Duns (often spelt Dunse) has a lot of Edgar connections
from the past. Richard Edgar acquired Newtoun in about 1627 — from Lawrence-Archer: It is
quite certain, for example, that the branch of the Wedderlie family, planted at Newtoun de
Birgham, in Berwickshire, flourished there until the death of Lieut.Colonel Hunter Edgar, in
1807.
Keithock House
Keithock House is in Brechin, Angus, and still stands. However, the Edgar part of the house is
to the rear and is now only a minor portion of the property. The outside facade was built much
later and dominates the building. The property owner requests that an appointment be made
prior to a visit.
To be truthful, it is not really worth the visit as there is not much to see that relates to the
Edgar family. The house was bought by the Edgars in 1679 and was sold in 1790 (look up on
Google Earth).
Wedderlie House
Wedderlie House still stands and is not far from the village of
Westruther in Berwickshire. This is the “home” of the Edgar
family. All records trace back to this property.
The house was originally a “Fortalice,” very much like a keep
within a castle and would be built as a defence. It came into
Edgar hands in 1327 with Richard Edgar. This Richard was the
best man to Robert the Bruce and was responsible for the
phrase “Maun Dae It” and the Edgar crest, heraldry, and motto.
The house was lost to the family in 1733, when they fell on hard
times and they sold up.

Peffermill House (Peppermill)
Peffermill was built c. 1636 (the date on a
pediment) by Edward Edgar [or Edgar
Wallace, depending on where you did your
research. Ed]. It became a farmhouse, and
subsequently was divided into small dwellings,
but it was restored as a single tenement a few
years before 1920. It is L-shaped on plan, and
3 storeys and a garret in height.
Records state that there are some indications
of Peffermill having been surrounded by a
ditch or moat.
This is where Walter Scott wrote the “Laird of Dumbiedykes,” next to where Peffermill Inn
used to be – where “Half Hangit Dickson” rose from her coffin.
The building in its current form is on the corner of Peppermill Rd and King Hough in
Edinburgh (look up on Google Earth).
Sanquhar Castle [Ed.]
Finally, Sanquhar Castle, northwest of
Dumfries, was originally owned by the Edgars
and then the Crichtons in the mid-14th to the
mid-17th centuries.
From Wikipedia, we get this tantalizing little
snippet:
The Poetical Works of Sir Walter Scott (1822)
attest that Robert the Bruce hid in the forests
about this hill after he had killed one of his
rivals, John “the Red” Comyn.
And from the out-of-print book Annals of
Sanquhar, we get “Richard Edgar was a life-long friend of Robert the Bruce, to whose second
marriage in 1302 to Elizabeth, daughter of the Earl of Ulster, he was a witness.... [Richard]
had four sons — Richard, Dovenald, Edgar and Dungal: to Richard, the eldest, he in his
lifetime gave the pennyland of Kirkpatrick; to Dovenald, supposed to be the eldest son of his
marriage to Margaret de Ross, he left his half of the Sanquhar barony; and no doubt the
younger sons were well provided.”
Sanquhar is mute testimony for why you should use a different construction material than
sandstone – it may have looked impressive in its day, but now it’s a crumbling ruin!
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[While Jodie (Mrs. Poirot) was researching Edgars who had served in the Canadian Overseas
Expeditionary Force (CEF) she discovered that my uncle, Athol Alexander Edgar (Dad’s older
brother), joined up at Prospect Camp, Bermuda, on 1915 November 4. Who knew?]
The camp, also referred to as Prospect Garrison, was the main infantry camp of the Bermuda
Garrison. It also contained a fort, Prospect Fort, manned by the Royal Garrison Artillery. It
passed to the local government when the garrison was withdrawn in 1957.
History
Military in Bermuda prior to the development of Prospect Camp
The Bermuda Garrison was built up from the 1790s onwards, paralleling the development of
the Royal Navy facilities in Bermuda. Following US independence, which cost the Royal Navy
all of its continental bases between the Maritimes and Florida (which would also pass to the
USA), Bermuda, located 640 miles off of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, became very
important to the Royal Navy, which began buying up tracts of land around the colony.
Although the West End had been identified immediately as the ideal location for a dockyard
and naval base, no passage through the encircling reefs large enough to allow ships-of-theline to access the West end, the Great Sound, and Hamilton Harbour was then known. The
navy spent a dozen years charting the reefs around Bermuda in search of a passage.
Meanwhile, it concentrated its establishment in St. George’s Harbour, buying land in and
around St. George’s Town.
With most of the military fortifications built previously by the militia already clustered around
the East End, as well, the British Army built up a large garrison, with headquarters and
barracks, to the North of the town. Many forts, batteries and other smaller sites were
scattered about Bermuda, but most of the army’s manpower was in St. George’s Garrison.
Development of Prospect Camp

By 1812, the navy was developing its new Dockyard at the West End, on Ireland Island, and
the new town of Hamilton, located in the central parishes, and to which the colony’s capital
moved from St. George’s in 1815, was achieving increasing prominence thanks to the same
channel which allowed development of the Dockyard. It became necessary to redeploy much
of the military force in Bermuda westward, nearer to the new capital and the Dockyard.
Consequently, in the middle of the 19th Century, the army purchased land on White Hill in
Devonshire, and began the development of a large camp, with barracks to house the bulk of
the infantry soldiers in Bermuda. Called Prospect Camp, it contained the headquarters of
Bermuda’s military garrison, barracks, parade grounds, training areas, and a fort, Prospect
Fort, manned by the Royal Garrison Artillery (this was one of three forts whose coastal
artillery was intended to complement each other’s with overlapping fire, the others being Fort
Hamilton and Fort Langton).
Although Prospect Camp had extensive areas for training, it was surrounded by public roads
and residential areas, and had no safe area for a rifle range. Consequently, a second camp,
Warwick Camp, was added primarily to provide rifle ranges to the soldiers of the Garrison,
and the Dockyard’s own Royal Marine detachment (and those of the ships stationed there).
Warwick Camp had no units permanently assigned to it, however, with the different units
deploying there specifically for periods of training. Various other smaller sites were used by
the Army over the history of the garrison. These included the Watford Island and the southern
half of Boaz Island, both part of the Admiralty land holdings attached to HM Dockyard, where
Clarence Barracks housed a considerable number of soldiers.
Use of Prospect Camp

Prospect Camp, Bermuda - Parade in Camp
Through much of the 19th century, a full battalion of infantry soldiers was based in Bermuda,
along with various artillery, engineer, and other support units. By the 1860s, financial
constraints, and the intention to redeploy more of the British Army in Britain to guard against
invasion, and to compose what would come to be known as the British Expeditionary Force
(BEF), meant the garrison in Bermuda was slated for reduction. With Bermuda remaining an
important naval base, however, the regular soldiers were obliged to remain in full strength for
many years, until the Government of Bermuda could be induced to raise part-time units, the
Bermuda Militia Artillery and the Bermuda Volunteer Rifle Corps, to take on part of the
responsibilities of the garrison. From then on, the regular soldiers in Bermuda were slowly
whittled away. Between the two world wars, the regular Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers
were withdrawn completely, handing their responsibilities entirely to the BMA and the
Bermuda Volunteer Engineers. Although regular infantry soldiers remained, Bermuda no
longer had a full garrison, and only a detached company was posted to Prospect Camp. As a
new battalion deployed to Jamaica, it detached a company in Bermuda along the way.

During the Second World War, in addition to housing the headquarters and the regular
infantry, the camp was also used for training overseas contingents from the part-time units
(which had been embodied on a full-time basis for the duration of the war). The First
Contingent of the BVRC, which left Bermuda to join the Lincolnshire Regiment in England,
trained at Prospect Camp, along with several volunteers from the BMA and BVE who travelled
with them to England, before detaching to join their larger corps. In 1943, Prospect Camp
housed the Training Battalion, a temporary force composed of volunteers from the BVRC, the
BMA and the Bermuda Militia Infantry, to train for deployment overseas. The battalion then
split into two contingents; the Second Contingent of the BVRC, which joined the Lincolnshire
Regiment in Britain, and the Bermuda Militia contribution to the new Caribbean Regiment, for
which it provided the Training Cadre, which was raised in North Carolina.
Withdrawal of Garrison and Closure of Prospect Camp

The Guard House at Prospect Camp, Devonshire, Bermuda in 2011
In 1951, it was announced that the Royal Navy’s dockyard would be closed, a process that
stretched throughout the 1950s, and left only a reduced resupply base, HMS Malabar, which
operated until 1995. Without the dockyard, and with large naval and air bases of NATO ally,
the USA, located in Bermuda, the military garrison became excess to need. The last Imperial
Defence Plan was issued in 1953. After that, the local part-time units ceased to have any role
assigned by the War Office (or its successor, the Ministry of Defence). The last regular
detachment, a company of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry (DCLI) was withdrawn in
1957, following which Prospect Camp, along with most of the military and admiralty properties
in Bermuda were transferred to the local government for £750,000.
Post-Military Usage
Following its transfer to the local government, Prospect Camp has been split between a
number of government departments and private owners. The Bermuda Police Service has
been the primary occupant, housing its headquarters, barracks, and various sub-units, there.
The Department of Education has also made considerable use of former campgrounds,
having housed Prospect Secondary School in former barracks buildings, and having originally
sited the campus of the Bermuda College there. In the 1990s, several barracks and other
buildings were levelled, and the new Cedarbridge Academy was built in their place. The
National Stadium also occupies part of the former military camp.

While researching Edgars, Jodie came across this entry in Wikipedia about Mary Susannah
Edgar:
Joseph Edgar (June 7, 1856 – after 1919) was an Irish-born merchant and political figure in Ontario.
He represented Parry Sound in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario from 1914 to 1919 as a
Conservative member.
He was born in Benraw, County Down, the son of Joseph Edgar and Mary McCracken, and came to
Canada in 1872. In 1886, Edgar married May Little. He ran unsuccessfully for a seat in the Ontario
assembly in 1902. He lived in Sundridge. Edgar owned a general store which he had bought from
John Carter. He was defeated by Richard Reese Hall when he ran for reelection in 1919.
Mary Susannah Edgar was a Canadian author born in Sundridge, Ontario, on May 23, 1889. Her
schooling took her from Sundridge to Barrie High School and Havergal College, Toronto. She is the
author of several books, one-act plays and hymns, the most famous of them being God Who Touchest
Earth with Beauty, which has been translated into several languages and placed in hymnals around
the world.
She was the daughter of Joseph Edgar and Mary Little, from Sundridge, Ontario. In 1922 she opened
a girls’ camp near Sundridge on Lake Bernard, called Glen Bernard. Mary Edgar continued as the
camp’s director until her retirement in 1956.
Her life was devoted to working with girls and camping through many local, provincial and national
organizations. She was the author of many books, plays and hymns - One such hymn is “O God of All
the Many Lands.”
Mary S. Edgar died on 1973 September 17.

We share the grief of Steve Edgar of Liverpool, who lost his Mum a couple of weeks ago.
Mel Edgar Jr. also shared with us that his Dad, Mel Edgar Sr., passed on March 6, in Ohio.
We send our sincerest condolences to all.

Next, we have the story of James Edgar from more of Jodie’s research. This particular
Edgar hailed from Mullaghbaun, Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland, and joined the CEF in Regina,
Saskatchewan. What is more interesting to us is that we may already know a relative — Keith
Edgar of Omagh, Co. Tyrone, Northern Ireland! We contacted Keith and he is sure that
James is his grand-uncle. We are waiting for a tree to confirm this.
In any event, we also discovered several records relating to James on the Internet: his arrival
into New York on the Caledonia in 1908; and a border crossing from early in 1918, when he
went to Idaho to visit his uncle, William Lennox. He really got around after the draft in
Calgary of January 3, 1918; down to Idaho January 25, 1918; returning from the US on
February 27, 1918; joined the RNWMP in Regina on April 22, 1918; joined the CEF on May 1,
1918 — James was only in the Royal NorthWest Mounted Police for eight days!
He obviously served overseas, and apparently survived. We believe the Alberta Voters List of
1949 shows him, his wife, and daughter living in Calgary — although we caution that we don’t
have definitive proof this record is for the right James Edgar. It just seems plausible that he
still was living then.
We also found that James was a twin, and his brother’s name was Archibald Edgar.
What follows are a few of the records we found (thanks to my brother, Steve, for cleaning
some of them up on his computer):

This is the ship’s manifest for James Edgar arriving in New York on the Caledonia in 1908.

The front and reverse of the border
crossing in 1918

The front and reverse of the Draft in 1918

The front and reverse of the Attestation
Papers for the CEF

The record from the site Canadian Great War Project

The Calgary voters’ list for 1949

Pewter Badges and Buttons

For those of you new to this newsletter, solid pewter badges are available (from me, James
Edgar) at $18 CAD each – shipping extra. The casting has an integral clasp at the back and a
sturdy pin. Perfect for your jacket lapel, tartan cape, or sporran!
We initially ordered 110 badges in September 2009, and we have run out – all have been
bought! That said, I’ve ordered 50 more. The cost went up slightly, but we’re keeping the
advertised price the same. The casting is done by a young man in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
Mark Wells. Each mould is hand-carved from soapstone, and, considering the technique, he
does an amazing job. He once wrote me that he had accumulated quite a lot of pewter on his
ceiling from when the mould exploded during the molten pour!
I also have a supply of pewter buttons, at $2.50 CAD each – shipping extra.
Email me, if interested – james@jamesedgar.ca

One more research avenue from Mrs Poirot (my Jodie):
She has a tree for a Robert Edgar married to Margaret McKean, whose son is Allan
Wedderlie Edgar. The latter was born in Cuba, of all places. Robert was big in telegraphy in
the early days of that medium, working for the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company. Their
first son was born in Glasgow, but the two following children were born in Cuba.
We found a message on Rootschat from the grandson of Allan Wedderlie Edgar, where he
wrote:

Can anyone help? I’m trying to find information about Robert Edgar and Margaret
McKinley McKean...born around 1860. Robert Edgar worked in Cuba ...and their son, Allan
Wedderlie Edgar, my grandfather, was born there in 1889, as well as their daughter,
Margaret W Edgar in 1883. So far I can find no trace of them in the UK.
I received a response from said grandson, so we have contact!
Email us if you have an interest or some info: james@jamesedgar.ca.

