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DNA Update 
 
by James Edgar (james@jamesedgar.ca) 
 
We have four tests outstanding: Larry Edgar of Barrie, Ontario; Doug 
Edgar, of Juneau, Alaska; Mark Edgar of Oregon, and Roger Edgar 
of North Carolina. Contacted by phone, these men all agreed to do the 
test, except I haven’t heard from Larry for months! Roger is Loretta 
Embry’s father. She asked if we could get a test kit to her Dad—she 
was going to use her powers of persuasion on him! Loretta has the 
kit—maybe it will take longer than usual. 

 
Doug, on the other hand, agreed to the test while I spoke to him. His distant ancestor is one 
of those who Jodie (Mrs. Poirot) was researching in Nova Scotia. Doug’s great-grandfather 
was born of Irish parents in Nova Scotia, and then moved to Massachusetts where he and his 
wife, Mary Stuart, set up house, then moved to Maryland. Doug’s grandfather, Theodore 
Roosevelt Edgar, after marrying Ethel Porter and having two boys, moved to California, 
where Doug was born. Jodie’s research pointed to Alaska, so that’s where I began searching 
the phone directory for Doug Edgars and I got him on the first ring! 
 
When I posted a small announcement to this effect on Facebook, Veronica Edgar Valesquez 
offered to get her cousin’s DNA tested. That’s Mark, noted above. This family came to the 
USA via the Philippines, from Scotland. I was first introduced to Veronica’s cousin, Debra 
Edgar Bocobo, by Sarah Edgar Kelly, who met Debra in Los Angeles and then told me how 
to reach Debra. And, from there, I met Veronica on Facebook, too. Ain’t networking 
wonderful? 
 

~-~-~-~ 
 
 
 

The Edgar DNA Trust Fund has run out of money—we’ve ordered several new 

tests recently, and now we don’t have enough to buy any more. This is an appeal for our 
faithful readers to please send donations to me at: 
 
JAMES EDGAR 
PO BOX 2254 
MELVILLE SK  S0A 2P0 
CANADA 
 
I can accept cheques in GB £, US or Canadian $, or money orders. I also accept PayPal 
money transfers (add $2.00 handling fee). 
 
(See the note on the final page of this issue about proceeds from the sale of the pewter 
products.) 
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We received the results of the test reported last month for Ron Edgar of Barrie, Ontario. He is 
apparently all by himself, even though his Haplotype is the same as mine – I1. Ron reports he 
was told by his grandfather that the family name was changed from Hedger to Edgar a few 
generations back. That could explain why he isn’t related to anyone from our Edgar group 
The chart below is from Ancestry.com, where they show the matches to a specific test (DNA 
values deliberately blurred). 
 

 
  



Over the Memorial Day weekend, celebrated in the USA on the final Monday in May, Jodie 
and I researched some of the Edgars who died in the campaigns and wars fought over these 
past many years. Records from the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (locally 
known as Punchbowl) are now available at Ancestry.com. Six Edgars are named there, who 
either were killed in action, were missing in action (MIA), or are actually buried on site: 
 
William H. Edgar of Kentucky—buried 
Cameron David Edgar of Minnesota—MIA 
James E. Edgar of Ohio—MIA 
Noel J. Edgar of Texas—MIA 
William Thomas Edgar of Missouri—MIA 
Robert Edgar of Florida—MIA 
 
We find some chilling statistics, just reading from some of the numbers of records available: 

 971 Edgars in the WWI Draft Registration Card index 

 462 Edgars enlisted in the Army in WWII 

 9 Edgars lost at sea 1941 to 1946 

 300 Edgars named in U.S. Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-2006 

 1513 Edgars named in U.S. World War II Navy Muster Rolls, 1938-1949 

 1290 Edgars named in U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958 
 

Some of the muster roll entries are repeats of the same event or numerous events for the 
same person, so the number might only be a third of those given, e.g. 500 instead of 1500. 
Nonetheless, it provides much opportunity for research. 
 

~-~-~-~ 
 
The following was reported in the Irish Times [http://www.irishtimes.com]: 
 
“A 300-year-old map detailing the gradual transfer of landownership from Catholics to Protestants 
went online today. The Down Survey of Ireland, which has been uploaded by the history 
department in Trinity College, was undertaken by the Cromwellian regime between 1656 and 
1658. 
 
“The survey introduced Ireland to methods of modern mapping and created the first recognisable 
maps of the country. The survey was the first ever detailed mapping project on a national level 
and measured all estates that were forfeited by Catholic landowners. 
 
“The original map collection was burned in fires in 1711 and in the Four Courts in 1922. It is made 
up of counties, baronies and parish maps. The details mark townland boundaries, churches, 
roads, bogs, rivers, woods and settlements.” 
 
Take note that the term “Down” doesn’t refer to “County Down” (although this county is included in 
the maps), but refers to the chains that were “put down” on the ground to measure out the land. 
 
The Trinity College website for “The Down Survey of Ireland” can be found at: 
http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/ 
 
A video describing the project can be viewed at: http://tinyurl.com/d9uknt3 

  

http://www.irishtimes.com/
http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/
http://tinyurl.com/d9uknt3


Check this out...  

http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/WI/WI-idx?type=header;pview=hide;id=WI.Edgar 

 



Irish Origins 

by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com) 

Last month I bought a book Pocket Guide to Irish Genealogy by Brian 
Mitchell and was amazed at some of the statistics it contained about the 
migrations of Irish people. 

 
The Edgars in Ireland were of Scottish origin. 
The Scots were “planted” in Ireland as a 
strategic plan to avoid another rebellion by the 
native Irish. The first wave came over in the 
period 1605-25, and the second wave came 
after Oliver Cromwell’s crushing of a rebellion 
when 11 million acres of land were 
confiscated. 
 
By 1672, the population of Ireland was 
estimated at 800,000 native Irish, 200,000 
English, and 100,000 Scots. The majority of 
the Scots were in Ulster, but some were 
settled further south. 
 
The third and final wave of immigrants came 
between 1690 and 1705 after the “Glorious 
Revolution.” In this time, another 50,000 Scots 
migrated to Ulster. By 1703, 85% of the land in 
Ireland had been confiscated from Catholic 
ownership and transferred to Protestants. 
 
By 1715, the Presbyterian population, i.e. of Scots origin, stood at 200,000. 
 
There was very little integration between the Protestants and Catholics; they stood very 
separate from each other. 
 
As the number of settlers multiplied, land became scarce. The tradition among the 
Protestants was to leave the farm and land to the eldest son, another son would join the 
clergy, and another would join the army. The daughters had to marry a farmer if they wished 
to continue farming! There were many children who did not take up the traditional 
occupations, and had to either set up in trade or find other occupations. A combination of bad 
harvests and extortionate rent increases drove many to migrate to the United States—in 
1750, over 30% of the Pennsylvania population of 350,000 were of Ulster origin. 
 
When we look at the records for Ireland, only landowners, tenants, clergy, and business 
owners appear, all the rest have no showing other than maybe having a baptismal or 
marriage record. The ones we find on various Web sites, microfilm, and cards are really only 
a small minority of the total number of people who were living at any particular time. 
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Many of the Ulster migrants could not afford to pay for 
the passage to the USA and became indentured 
servants; in return for the passage, they agreed to serve 
the owner of the ship. On arrival, the indentured 
servants were sold by the ship owner to American land 
owners—a typical price paid was £15 for 4 years’ work 
(the price of a horse was £25-40!). 
 
By the 1830s, emigration was seen as the solution to 
the rest of Ireland’s population problems. While the 

Presbyterians left their land to the eldest son, other faiths continued to subdivide the land, 
and, after very few generations, land packets became far too small to sustain even a small 
family. Add to this the decline in the linen trade, due to cheap American cotton, and the potato 
famine of 1845-46, a flood of migrants left Ireland. 
 

 Between 1846 -1851, 1,000,000 Irish left for the USA, 20% from Irish ports and 75% 

from Liverpool; 60% of all migrants arrived in New York. This was not their final 

destination, as they settled or worked in the USA and Canada 

 In 1841, the population of Ireland was 8,175,000; by 1901, it was down to 4,500,000. 

Migration continued into the 20th century; the population of Ireland in 1981 was only 

5,000,000. 

 In the decade 1880-1890, over 800,000 left Ireland: 635,000 to the USA; 48,000 to 

England and Wales; 32,000 to Scotland; 41,000 

to Canada; and 39,000 to Australia. 

The above migrations were from choice (choice 
being subjective due to the living conditions in 
Ireland!!), plus there were a lot of forced 
transportations in Georgian times. 
Transportation was seen as a solution to crime 
at this time. 

 

 30,000 men and 9,000 women were transported to Australia between 1791 and 1868. 

 Currently, 20% of the US and Canadian population owe their origins to Ireland, 30% in 

Australia. 

 In 1841, there were 500,000 Irish in England, and 200,000 in Scotland. A conservative 

estimate of the UK population is that 7,000,000 people have Irish origins. 

Our Edgar ancestors were among these Scottish people and would have been typical in the 
above statistics. We all owe our current locations to their privations and decisions to have a 
better life. 
 
After having read this book, I seriously changed my outlook when it comes to looking for 
ancestors, and it makes the value of DNA even more important. I doubt very much that the 
existing records will ever cover the majority of people who lived in Ireland from 1605 to 1900. 
The fire at the Dublin records office in 1922 destroyed most of what was ever available. More 
snippets of new information will always appear, but it will never be able to fill the void. 
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Picture Time 
 
 
This makes a great picture, where the Seattle Mariners are honouring our family name, but in 
reality, it is named for the famous All-Star hitter, Edgar Martinez. This is a new eatery at 
Seattle’s Safeco Field. 
 
 



From the book, “Kilts on the Coast” we have this excerpt, forwarded from Peg Edgar in Red 
Deer, Alberta: 
 

  



 

Pewter Badges and Buttons 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Solid pewter badges are available (from me, James Edgar) at $18 CAD each—shipping 
extra. The casting has an integral clasp at the back and a sturdy pin. Perfect for your jacket 
lapel, tartan cape, or sporran! 
 
We initially ordered 110 badges in September 2009, and we ran out! Fifty new badges have 
been made and recently delivered to me; the advertised price remains the same. 
 
I also have a supply of pewter buttons, at $2.50 each – shipping extra. Proceeds from the 
sale of badges and buttons go into the Edgar DNA Trust Fund, so this is one more way 
to help sustain the fund. 
 
Email me, if interested – james@jamesedgar.ca 
 

~-~-~-~ 
 

Picture Time 
 
 

SteveKS’s brother, James Edgar, was recently honoured as a 
Distinguished Professor at Kansas State University. 

www.k-state.edu/today/announcement.php?id=8541&category=news&referredBy=email 
 

Big brother was obviously quite proud of James’s achievements! 
(And, he looks just like Steve.) 

Nice going, James!! 
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