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DNA Update
by James Edgar (james@jamesedgar.ca)
The lab has Mark Edgar of California’s swabs (I mistakenly wrote that
he was from Oregon in an earlier issue). And Roger Edgar, Loretta
Embrey’s father, has yet to send in his test swabs.
Alex (Joseph Alexander) Edgar of Armagh, Northern Ireland, has his
results. He is most definitely not part of SteveUK’s E1b1 group (much
to Steve’s chagrin—he was so sure that Alex would be a long-lost
cousin!). Alex is a true-blue Saxon, in Haplogroup I2b1.
See the chart below for his matches (values were deliberately blurred).

Look at the column MRCA (Most Recent Common Ancestor). David Askew Edgar
(Newmarket, UK) is a very close match, and Steve (of Florida), Alfred (of Argentina), Philip (of
Michigan), and Corey (of Toronto) are all in that 6-generation range. Then, the range widens
to a bunch of 10-generation matches, with some having Irish connections and some having
no connection to Ireland at all – but most with Scottish roots.

~-~-~-~

We have an interesting proposal from Robin, wife of David Edgar of North Carolina—a
weekend in 2014 of Edgars gathered at a retreat centre (Wildacres) in LIttle Switzerland in the
Blue Ridge Mountains (see wildacres.org). She can arrange accommodation for two nights
and three meals for $150 per person. Participants would only have to get there (can also fly
into Charlotte or Asheville airports). If there is enough interest, we can ask Robin to start
making arrangements. She would need to know your choice of the best dates and if a threeor four-day weekend would be sufficient. [I suggest sometime in the fall so it’s not too hot—
late-September or sometime in October. Ed.]
Of course, Robin would need to be sure the acceptable dates are available and would need
some guarantee of attendance, should we decide to pursue this concept. A professional writer
(she also teaches lifewriting), she has offered to use this time to gather enough information
for an Edgar family history book. Email her directly at 2robinedgar@gmail.com, copy to me
james@jamesedgar.ca.

~-~-~-~
Angela Reed of Illinois offers a couple of links she found in a separate newsletter:
www.historyfromheadstones.com/index.php?graveyards
www.scottish-monumental-inscriptions.com
Further links – Jodie advises that these sites are continually updating, so it’s worth your while
to revisit them often to get the latest records.:
www.ancestry.com
http://heirlines.com/Genealogy-Services
http://automatedgenealogy.com
www.canadiangenealogy.ca
www.cyndislist.com
www.mocavo.com
https://familysearch.org

How I got started and lessons learned
by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com)
Genealogy had never really interested me, even though I was the owner of a
large family bible printed in 1815. It was only about 10 years ago, when after
reading a page in that bible that listed some births in the early 1800s, I
became intrigued.
My known living family was very small, one sister, two cousins and an uncle. I did remember a
couple of great-aunts from my childhood, but that was all apart from my grandparents. Other
members of the family were never spoken of and were never seen. My father had died and I
had no-one to ask.
The large family from Ireland was my start.
Joseph Edgar married Jane Burns in 1805
and had eleven children from 1807 until
1828, there must be a huge family out
there, the question was where?
About this time I was searching the internet
and came across a forum site for Edgar
family and got in touch with Steve and
James Edgar, brothers in Canada. Steve
and James had an ancestor from “Newry” in
about 1800, I had an ancestor from “Newry”
at about the same date, easy-peasy, we
must be cousins? After a couple of years of
fruitless searching, even to paying a researcher in Ireland, we could not make the break and
prove cousinship. James's wife, Jodie (aka Mrs. Poirot) suggested we do a DNA test to prove
our relationship, we duly did and proved…. No! -- We were not related! At the time, this was a
huge disappointment, all that time and effort wasted.
In real terms, it was not a waste as we now had some background knowledge of Edgars in
the area. Then the penny dropped, if we are NOT related, we must be related to other Edgars
in the area. I remembered contacts in the USA, Sharon Whitney and Jack Ruffer, who had
suggested that the Edgar family in Keggall might be related. A search was carried out, a male
Edgar found, and a DNA test was found to match me.
After a visit to Ireland, James found Jackie Edgar in Benagh, Kilkeel. Jackie tested as a
positive match to him. The point being that the negative DNA test allowed us to move on and
look elsewhere.
Lesson 1. Do DNA test sooner rather than later.
The question of connection to “Newry” then came up. Newry is a city that straddles the River
Clanrye, the border between Co. Armagh and Co. Down. Newry is also a Barony, a Townland
and a registration district. To be born in “Newry” is very vague, as a registration area it covers
much of Armagh and Down.

Lesson 2. Don't trust Irish place names. Dig deeper.
As it turned out, James and I had been looking at Benagh in County Down. There is a Benagh
Townland near Newry (near Derrylecka) and another Benagh is near Kilkeel (the “real” one).
Lesson 3. Really don't trust Irish place names! (A lot of place names are descriptive and
are duplicated.)
OK, next was this huge family. Where were they? I contacted Ros
Davies and she referred me to a book “Old Family Names of Newry”
where a headstone stated that Jane Edgar, wife of Joseph, was buried
along with nine of her children. A visit to the graveyard provided this
photograph. Nine children dead! That answered where the potentially
huge family was to be found. (Intriguingly, buried around this area
were names I recognized from research I had done with Marian
Morgan in Australia. One of her ancestors was an Edgar from
Derrylecka)
My family from Ireland were strict Presbyterians, why were they buried in a Church of Ireland
graveyard? The answer to this is that any Christian in Ireland has the right to be buried in
consecrated ground.
Lesson 4. Don't assume Presbyterians are buried in Presbyterian graveyards!
The family I discovered in the USA were also Presbyterians, yet their marriage, birth, and
death records are held in Camlough Church of Ireland. Again, records not in the same
religious establishment.
Lesson 5. Don't assume any religious denomination records. Check them all.
After some more research it became clear that I had some missing relations, they did not die
young, they were around for some time and then suddenly disappear. Emigration was the
obvious answer and was eventually the reason, but the real reason was that some relations
had married outside the faith. They had married Roman Catholics. To a deeply religious
Presbyterian family this was the worst sin imaginable, the couple would have been ostracised
by both families.
Lesson 6. Don't assume Presbyterians marry Presbyterians!
Ireland has provided a low income with low prospects for a lot of its population in the past..
Migration to Canada and the USA was seen by a lot of people as a major opportunity to
improve themselves, they migrated by their millions.
Lesson 7. If you can't find them in Ireland, look abroad.
Adverse conditions. Ireland has suffered a lot of strife in its history—knowing what happened
when and how can influence lives. The 1798 uprising, the 1843-1845 potato famine, and
others would have either seen deaths or migration.
Lesson 8. If you can't find them, are they dead?
Next is birth records. The average woman in my family in the late 1700s and early 1800s was
having children over a 20 year span, this resulted in numerous births. Eight, 9, 10, and 11
births were not seen as unusual, all of them surviving was seen as unusual! Two hundred
years ago, children were not seen as being viable until they reached 5 years old. Infant
mortality was seen as the norm. A sad fact.

Lesson 9. If there are big gaps in the birth records, are you missing some births?
I saw a birth record for a David Eagar, when he married he was Edgar. Another record shows
him as an Agar.
Lesson 10. Ignore name spelling.
It has taken me a long time and a lot of wasted time to learn these lessons, they don’t just
apply to Ireland—Scotland, Wales, and England will have the same problems for researchers.
If I can pass one final lesson, it is this:
Lesson 11. Buy an old-period map and a modern one to go alongside it. Search for the
places referred to and get a “feel” for the location. Mark places on the map, to show their
proximity. Do a bit of historical research as well, if you can. Again, to get a feel for the
location. An old map is really important as many old place names have been lost.

Map of Newry 2013
Modern maps tend to be for navigation purposes and don't show much detail

Map of Newry 1824
A great map shows individual houses, gardens etc.

Mary Edgar, Portadown News, 1915 November 20
by Richard Edgar (edgar888@yahoo.com)
This is a news cutting I came across last week in the Irish Studies
Library in Armagh City. I was there researching a different subject,
but I always keep a lookout for anything related to the Edgar family.
This family living in Portadown, Co. Armagh, are not related to my
own family, at that time my family lived three miles outside of
Portadown, but despite this I decided to do a little bit of research on
this family.

The census of Ireland taken in 1901 have this family living in Thomas Street, Portadown. In
the 1911 census of Ireland, they are living in Hanover Street, Portadown.
The family are:
 James Edgar (head of family) aged 46 in 1911
 Mary Edgar (wife) aged 44 in 1911
 James Ernest Edgar (son) aged 21 in 1911
 Leslie Stuart Edgar (son) aged 17 in 1911
 Keith Alan Edgar (son) aged 15 in 1911
 Margaret Eleanor Gertrude Edgar (daughter) aged 9 in 1911
 Irene Dorothy Edgar (daughter) aged 8 in 1911

Reading the census uncovers some interesting facts on the history of this family. James
Edgar the head of the family was born in Co. Dublin; it was rare even then to find an Edgar in
Ireland born outside of what is now Northern Ireland. His wife Mary and their daughters were
born in Co. Armagh. Nothing unusual in that, but their sons were born in Sydney, New South
Wales, and Townsville, Queensland. So, James and Mary must have immigrated to Australia,
and for some reason decided to leave Australia and return home to Ireland settling in
Portadown.
The news cutting also highlights the fact that, for their children, despite living in Ireland, there
was still a strong sense of being Australian. With the outbreak of the First World War, one of
Mary’s son’s volunteers for service in the 9th Royal Irish Fusiliers. This is the local battalion
that recruited in Portadown. But, another one of her sons makes his way back to Australia to
volunteer for the service in the Australian Expeditionary Force.



Leslie Stewart Edgar, No: 19731, Rank: Private, 9th Royal Irish Fusiliers, would later
transfer to the Royal Engineers No: 207334.
Keith Alan Edgar, (known as Alan Edgar) No: 2578, Rank: Private, 9th Infantry
Battalion, Australian Army.

The image above is taken from the Australian First World War Embarkation Roll; it is
for ship A55, HMAT Kyarra, which left the port of Brisbane, 1915 August 16.
The census and the fact that Mary was buried at Drumcee highlights the fact that this was a
Church of Ireland family. The majority of Edgars living in the area at that time would have
been Presbyterian.
James Edgar gives his profession on the census as “Hardware shop keeper.” I remember
James Edgar Hardware in Portadown town centre. His sons must have continued to run the
shop after his death. The shop closed in the early 1980s, and, if I remember its location
correctly, it is now the Nationwide Building Society, where I do my banking.
Finally, a quick check on the PRONI Web site and I found this family again. They may have
been Australian by birth, but their politics was in line with the majority of people in
Portadown—they were Ulster Unionists, all the family signing the Ulster Solemn League and
Covenant, in Portadown on Ulster Day, 1912 September 28.

Some tidbits from Eric Edgar in Nova Scotia...
Edgar is a village in Marathon County, Wisconsin, United States. It is part of the Wausau,
Wisconsin Metropolitan Statistical Area. The population was 1,386 at the 2000 census. Edgar
has maintained Tree City USA standing since 1995.
 also known as Edgar, Wisconsin; Marathon County / Edgar village
 part of Marathon County, Wisconsin
 read more about Edgar (village)
http://www.vil.edgar.wi.us/index.asp?SEC=BBAA562F-9B4D-4DF2-AD12B971BB4851A6&Type=B_BASIC
Edgar is a city in Clay County, Nebraska, United States. The population was 498 at the
2010 census. It is part of the Hastings, Nebraska Micropolitan Statistical Area.
 also known as Edgar, Nebraska; Clay County / Edgar city
 part of Clay County, Nebraska


Edgar is an abandoned town in Ontario, 16 km northeast of Barrie, and 17 km southwest
of Orillia. The community was named for John Edgar, pioneer.
 also known as Edgar, Ontario
 part of Canada

Picture Time
I was out on July 9 and snapped a series of aurora pictures. Here is one of many.

This double-headed lily is from my neighbour’s garden.

